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	“Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
                            Mark 3:35



Below are some activities children and youth can use at home for June 13th.  The activities for Younger Children relate to the First Reading for the day.

For Younger Children:  

Video Adam and Eve - YouTube
              Adam and Eve Sin - YouTube
Children’s Sermon  Adam and Eve Children's Sermon | Sermons4Kids
(Adam and Eve) 

	


The next 6 pages are designed for younger children. These pages are courtesy of Sermons 4 Kids.


For Middle School and High School aged youth

The last 2 pages are a bible study for older children/youth based on the Second Reading for the day.  The video gives some ideas about who Paul was and his purpose.  Paul is the writer of the Second Reading 

Video  The Origins of Christianity – Lesson 6: Paul’s Mission to the Gentiles




Group Activities
RUN AND HIDE: All the children will run and hide in some special area. The teacher will then say to the children... "Come out if you are wearing something blue, then come out if you have tennis shoes on, then come out if you have a ribbon in your hair, come out if you have on a tie, come out if you are wearing a necklace, etc. Children can come out when they have something in common in what the teacher calls out for and will sit in a circle for the following game.
SNAKE TOSS: The teacher can purchase 2 long rubber snakes from a Dollar Store and let the children divide into teams and have a "snake toss", to see which team can toss their snake the farthest. Someone will have to mark where each snake lands to see which team has the farthest throws.
HIDE AND SNAKE: The teacher can hide many rubber snakes that have been purchased from craft, dollar or retail store. Send the children out into the "garden" to find all the snakes and lay them at the foot of a tree and sit in a circle while today's Bible lesson is told to the children.
HIDE IN A CIRCLE: As children form a circle, the teacher can slip a small object in someone's hand and appoint another child to stand in the middle and try to decide which child is hiding the object. Pretend to slip the object in several children's hands so the appointed child in the middle will not know and will have to guess. Tell children that they can ALL act as if they have the object.
GARDEN WALKING: If there is a flower garden in the nearby area, children can be led to walk through or around a garden area, and even pick a flower to add to a flower vase when they return to the classroom. Ask children who made those beautiful flowers and what do they know about the Garden of Eden.
GARDEN PAINTING: Provide children with finger paints and large paper, wet wash clothes for clean up as well, and sponges to finger paint a large garden, using various objects and sponges to form different flowers. Finger paint GARDEN OF EDEN, on the picture if desired.
FINGER INK PRINT GARDEN: Give children construction paper and ink pads to form finger ink prints on the paper and then use markers to form the stems of the finger ink print flowers. Write words from today's Bible lesson for children to remember the lessons learned today.
FINGER PRINT FRUIT TREE: Provide children with a brown piece of paper in the shape of a tree to glue onto a large piece of construction paper. Children can tape a curled ribbon onto the trunk of the tree to represent the serpent, and make many INK finger prints as the leaves of the tree. Older children could use pen or thin markers and write a sin on each finger print in the tree.
FALLING DOMINOES: Children can be lined up on a floor space and given dominoes to line up very close to each other. Tell children that one SIN LEADS TO ANOTHER and we FALL when we sin! The first domino can be touched to fall and will continue to touch the next dominoes and all will continue to fall! The teacher can make several comparisons for the children when they see the dominoes falling, as questioning what the children know about sin and about Jesus willing to forgive.
SIN SERPENT CHAIN: Children can be given thin slips of paper to form a long loop chain to look like a snake in our story. Children can draw 2 eyes and tape or glue on a tiny piece of ribbon for the snake's tongue. Before gluing the slips of paper together in the loop, children should write one sin on each slip of paper/loop and then glue loops together.
SING A SONG: O BE CAREFUL LITTLE EYES; THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE.
SHARE A SNACK: Children can be given an APPLE to represent today's fruit or any other fruit that the teacher desires. Apples can be sliced and have a fruit dip or peanut butter or cream cheese for dipping.
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Adam and Eve and the Sneaky Snake

‘The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked
the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the frut from any of the trees in the garden?”
Genesis 3:1 (NLT)

“The words below have been written in code. Use the hints in the decoder at the top of the page to

help break the code (the letters on top are the correct answers, the numbers on the bottom are the
code). Wiite the correct word on the line provided.
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Adam and Eve and the Sneaky Snake

‘The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wid animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked
the woman, Did God really say you must not eat the fuit from any of the trees in the garden?”

Genesis 31 (NLT)

Using the clues at the bottom of the page for words that are Across or Down,
write the correct words in the numbered grid below.

ACROSS

3. Aplace where fruit and vegetables
are planted

5. Something that causes harm; or is
bad or wrong.

6. The male partner in a marriage.

7. The first woman.

8. The part of a tree that you eat such

DOWN

1. Atall plant with a trunk, limbs, and
leaves.

2. Another word for a snake.

3. Something that is very pleasing and
admired.

4. The first man.

5. Abeautiful place where God placed

as apples and oranges. Adam and Eve.
GARDEN  ADAM SERPENT  HUSBAND  EVE
TREE EVIL GooD FRUIT EDEN
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Sunday, June 5-11 (B) — 2 Corinthia
Focus: Don't Lose Heart!

word of life
“Sowe do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day.” 2 Corinthians 4:16 (NRSV)

Read 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

The readings for the next five Sundays are all taken from 2 Corinthians. It is helpful to give an
overview ofthe book. Many scholars belicve that the cpistle as we know it now was originally a series
of letters to the fledgling church in Corinth. The members of this struggling faith community were
primarily composed of the uncducated and the poor. (See 1 Corinthians 1:26-28.)

In his first letter, Paul addresses specific problems which were dividing the congregation. In 2
Corinthians, he defends his apostleship against those who challenge it. His purpose is to serve Christ
and proclaim the message of the cross, not to have personal gain or glory. Paul exhorts the believers to
not lose hope, despite suffering that would otherwise lead to despair.
1. Imagine your congregation receiving a letter like this. What would the emphasis be for your
setting?
2. How do we communicate concern for other congregations, especially those that are struggling?

The theme of the reading for today is summarized in six little words: “Sowe do notlose heart.” (vs. 16)
Paul exhorts the church in Corinth to continue to have faith, even where there is affliction. He uses a
scries of contrasting themes — outer selffinner sclf, affliction/glory, things scen/things unseen.
temporary/cternal — as evidence to not lose heart.

Paul has personally known affliction and suffering. He has experienced and endured imprisonment,
Deatings, ostracism, ridicule, and abuse: yet he does not despair. Instead, he sees his suffering as being
joinedto the suffering and death of Jesus: and his confidence is grounded in the hope of being joined to
the resurrection of Jesus. This contrast— from death to resurrected life — is the most important one and
gives meaning and hope in all other afflictions.

3. How do you deal with suffering and affliction?

4. What difference does it make to see our suffering being joined to the suffering of Jesus?
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There is a flow of thought in today’s reading. First, our faith, even in the midst of our affliction,
Decomes our witness. Paul quotes a paraphrased version of Psalm 116:10 (NRSV): I kept my faith,
even when I said, ‘T am greatly afflicted.”™ Our witness is not only to the affliction but also to the
resurrection — Christ’s and ours, for *...we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us
also with Jesus, and will bring us also with you into his presence.” (2 Corinthians 4:14 NRSV) The
assurance of the promised resurrection brings us to “an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure.” (2
Corinthians 4:17 NRSV) and inspires even greater faith. (vs. 18) All this we know to be true because of
the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. SO WE DO NOT LOSE HEART!

5. What do the words “do not lose heart” mean to you?

6. How might our affliction become a witness to others?
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word among us
The theme from today’s reading (“So we do not lose heart”) has been experienced and lived by the faith
community throughout the centuries. The musical genre of the African American spiritual expresses it
completely. The spirituals give voice to the harsh realities experienced. The songs were often prayers:
“Inmy troubles, Lord, walk withme. When my life becomes a burden, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with
me.” (I Want Jesus to Walk with Me)

1. What (if any) spirituals do you know?

2. What songs and hymns bring you comfort in times of affliction?

Through the lyrics of the spirituals, the suffering experienced is joined to the suffering of Jesus:
“Nobody knows the trouble I've scen. Nobody knows but Jesus.” (Nobody Knows the Trouble I've
Sgen) The words speak of a hope when all seems hopeless, as well as a comfort in times of affliction:
“There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.” (There is a Balm in Gilead)

The hope and promise is to be one day with God in heaven: “Soon-a-will be done with the trouble of
the world. No more wespin’ and wailin.” going home to live with God.” (Trouble of the World)

Inthe midst of suffering and bondage, sorrow and pain, toil and loss. the voices of confident faith sings
through the tears. The lyrics and those who sang them bear witness to a confident faith and hope of a
faith community firmly grounded in the cross and resurrection of Jesus.

3. Name a song which helped you get through a difficult time.

4. Why do you think these songs and hymns help in these times?

faith practice in daily life
Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed
“If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul,

You can tell the love of Jesus and say. ‘He dicd for all.™
(There is a Balm in Gilead)
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Uneducated slaves, despite their afflictions, express a profound faith in God and a hope for the glory yet
tocome. Common Corinthians, poorand lowly in the cyes of the world, bear witness to the cross and
resurrection. Andyouandl..? Weare calledto do the same. We are claimed by God in our baptism
and joined to Jesus” suffering. death, and resurrection. In our times of struggle. we can tell the love of
Jesus. In our times of affliction, we can hold fast and be a witness to the hope of the glory yet to come.
And in all circumstances of life, “we do not lose heart.”

5. When have you been challenged in your life to keep the faith and ot lose heart?

6. Name someone in your life who has held fast and been a wimess to the faith.

Prayer
Ever-present God, in our times of strugele and affliction, give us your grace so we may never lose heart.
Amen

last word
Listen to or read
an African-American spiritual this week.
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Adam and Eve and the Sneaky Snake

The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked
the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?”
Genesis 3:1 (NLT)

At the bottom of the page is a list of words. These words are hidden in the puzzle. The words have
been placed horizontally, vertically, and diagonally. When you find a word, draw a circle around it.
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Adam and Eve and the Sneaky Snake

The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked the
woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” Genesis
3:1 (NLT)

Numbered clues appear below the spiral grid. Write the word that matches the clue in the spiral
puzzle. The word does not overlap with the next word (marked by the next number) and it must be
written in the correct direction (from a lower numbered space to a higher numbered space).
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1. The first woman. 6. Atall plant with a trunk, limbs, and leaves.
2. The male partner in a marriage. 7. Another word for a snake.
3. Something that causes harm; or is bad or 8. The first man.

wrong. 9. Something that is very pleasing and
4. The part of a tree that you eat such as admired

apples and oranges. 10. A place where fruit and vegetables are
5. Abeautiful place where God placed Adam planted.

and Eve.

GOOD GARDEN TREE HUSBAND EDEN

EVIL ADAM EVE FRUIT SERPENT





